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Androcles and the Lion  

D ur i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  a n c i e n t  Ro m e ,  a  s l a v e  n a m e d  An dr oc l e s  o nc e  e sc a p e d  f r o m  

h i s  m a s t er  a n d  f l ed  i n to  th e  fo r e s t .  As  h e  wa s  wa n d er i ng  ar o u nd ,  h e  c a m e  u po n  a  l i o n ,  

l y i n g  do wn  m o a n i n g  a n d  g r o a n i n g .   

At  f i r s t  h e  t ur n ed  t o  f l e e ,  b u t  f i nd i n g  t h a t  t h e  

l i o n  d i d  n o t  p ur s u e  h i m ,  An dr oc l e s  t ur ne d  b ac k  a n d   

a p p r o a ch e d  t h e  l i o n .  As  h e  c a m e  n e ar ,  th e  l i o n  p u t  o u t  

h i s  p a w ,  wh i c h  wa s  a l l  s wo l l e n  a n d  b l e ed i n g .  An dr oc l e s  

f o u n d  th a t  a  h u g e  th or n  h ad  g o tt e n  i n to  th e  l i o n ’ s  p a w ,  

a n d  wa s  c a u s i n g  g r ea t  p a i n .  H e  p u l l ed  o u t  th e  th or n  

a n d  b a n d a g ed  u p  the  p a w  o f  t h e  l i o n ,  wh o  wa s  s oo n  

a b l e  t o  r i s e  a nd  l i c k  th e  h a nd  o f  An dr oc l e s  l i k e  a  do g .   

T h e  l i o n  wa s  s o  g r at e f u l  t h a t  h e  l ed  An dr o c l e s  t o  h i s  c a v e .   E v er y d a y ,  h e  wo u ld  

br i n g  An dr oc l e s  m ea t  to  e a t .   An dr oc l es  s oo n  b e g a n  to  m i ss  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  s a i d  g oo d b y e  

t o  t h e  l i o n ,  a n d  wa l k e d  b a ck  to  to wn .   S hor t l y  a f t er war d s ,  An dr o c l e s  wa s  r e c ap t ur e d  

b y  s o l d i er s .    

As  p u n i s h m e n t  fo r  e s c a p i n g ,  h e  wa s  s e n t  to  t h e  C o l o s s e u m  i n  R o m e  to  f i g h t     

f e r oc i o u s  a n i m a l s  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  l a r g e  c r o wd  o f  s p e c t a to r s .   As  An dr o c l e s  s t ood  i n  th e  

m i d d l e  o f  t h e  ar e n a ,  a  l a r g e ,  h u n gr y  l i o n  wa s  r e l e a s e d  a n d  r a n  to wa r d s  h i m .   An dr o c l e s  

c l o s e d  h i s  e y e s  i n  ho r r o r ,  b u t  t h e n  f e l t  a  r o ug h  t o ng u e  l i c k i n g  h i s  h a nd  l i k e  a  f r i e n d l y  

d o g .   An dr oc l e s  o p en e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  s aw  t h e  l i o n  h e  h ad  he l p e d  e ar l i e r ,  s t a n d i n g  i n  

f r o n t  o f  h i m .   T h e  l i o n  h a d  r e p a i d  th e  k i n d n e s s  An dr oc l e s  ha d  s ho wn  h i m .  

T h e  e m p e r or ,  C a l i g u l a ,  wa s  s ur pr i s ed  by  t h i s  a n d  s u m m o n e d  An d r oc l e s  t o  h i m  to  

e x p l a i n  wh a t  h a d  h ap p e n e d .   Af t er  h e ar i n g  t h e  s to r y  o f  Andr o c l e s  a nd  th e  L i o n  i n  th e  

f o r e s t ,  C a l i g u l a  s e t  b o t h  o f  th e m  fr e e .  
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Androcles and the Lion  

1. Which moral goes best with the story? 

    a)  always help a hurt lion 

    b)  an act of kindness is often rewarded 

    c)  animals and humans can be good friends 

 

2. Highlight a sentence or sentence in the passage that supports the moral. 

 

3.  Read the following sentence from the passage.  "At  f irst  he  turned to  f lee ,  but  
f ind ing that  the L ion d id  not  pursue h im,  Androc les  turned back and       
approached the  L ion . ”   What does pursue mean? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Read the following sentence from the passage.  "……Androcles  was  recaptured  by  
so ld iers . ”    If captured means caught, what does recaptured mean? 
____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  What caused Androcles to be sent to Rome to fight in the Co losseum? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why do you think Caligula set Androcles and the Lion free? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 


