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Name:________________________

 

Little Ruby Roo  

I n  the  hear t  o f  Aus t ra l i a ,  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo t ro t ted  a long  the  red  d i r t  
pa ths  in  he r  ruby  co lo red  hood ie  tha t  she  a lways  wore .   W i th  a  baske t  o f  
f ru i t s  and  f resh l y  baked  good ies  in  hand ,  she  made her  way  to  he r        
g randmother ' s  cha rming  co t tage  nes t l ed  among the  gum t rees .  

L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo ’ s  mother  had  cau t ioned  her ,  "Be     
ca re fu l ,  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo ,  and  s t i ck  to  the  known t ra i l s .  The re  
a re  cunn ing  c rea tu res  ou t  the re . "  

As  she  s t ro l l ed ,  she  encounte red  a  s l y  d ingo ,  i t s   
go lden  coa t  b lend ing  w i th  the  ea r th ,  loung ing  near  a  c lus te r  
o f  bushes .  The  d ingo ,  w i th  a  w i l y  g r in ,  t r i ed  to  conv ince  he r  
to  t ake  a  shor t cu t  th rough the  dense  th i cke t ,  p romis ing  a  
sa fe r  and  fas te r  rou te .  Bu t  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo remembered  her   
mother ’ s  warn ings  and  po l i t e l y  dec l i ned ,  choos ing  to  fo l low the  fami l i a r  t r a i l s  
i ns tead .  

Cont inu ing  her  journey ,  she  not i ced  a  someth ing  lu rk ing  beh ind  the  
t rees—a d ingo ,  d ressed  in  Grandma ’s  bonnet  and  shaw l ,  t r y ing  to  conv ince  
he r  to  come c lose r .  Sens ing  someth ing  was  wrong ,  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo s topped 
and  kept  a  sa fe  d i s tance ,  ca l l i ng  out  to  he r  "g randmother . "   The  d ingo ' s  
cha rm cou ldn ' t  foo l  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo ,  who qu i ck l y  rea l i zed  the  t r i cke ry .  

As  she  d rew c lose r  to  he r  g randmother ' s  co t tage ,  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo   
spot ted  the  cunn ing  d ingo aga in ,  th i s  t ime  near  the  f ron t  door ,  eager l y    
wa i t i ng  fo r  he r  a r r i va l .  The  d ingo ,  w i th  a  s l y  smi l e ,  t r i ed  to  persuade  her  to  
come c lose r ,  c l a im ing  to  be  he r  g randmother ,  bu t  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo rema ined  
cau t ious .  

Sw i f t l y ,  she  dar ted  a round the  back  o f  the  co t tage ,  peek ing  th rough a  
w indow to  see  he r  rea l  g randmother ,  sa fe  and  sound ,  kn i t t i ng  by  the        
f i r ep lace .  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo ca l l ed  out ,  a l e r t i ng  he r  g randmother  to  the  d ingo ’ s      
d i sgu i se .  

Together ,  they  a le r ted  the  loca l  pa rk  ranger ,  who sw i f t l y  a r r i ved  and  
sa fe l y  escor ted  the  cunn ing  d ingo away  f rom the  a rea .  L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo and  
her  g randmother  re jo i ced ,  g ra te fu l  fo r  the  l essons  o f  cau t ion  and  awareness .  

L i t t l e  Ruby  Roo lea rned  tha t  i n  the  vas tness  o f  the  Aus t ra l i an           
w i lde rness ,  i t  was  essent ia l  to  s tay  on  the  known pa ths ,  be  cau t ious  o f     
cunn ing  c rea tu res ,  and  t rus t  he r  ins t inc ts ,  ensur ing  he r  sa fe  a r r i va l  a t  he r  
g randmother ' s  co t tage ,  even  w i th  the  t r i cky  d ingo lu rk ing  nearby .  
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Name:________________________

 

Little Ruby Roo  

 

1. How is the dingo described in the text?  _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Where did Little Ruby Roo’s grandmother live?  ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What did the dingo try to convince Little Ruby Roo to do? 

a. Take a shortcut through the dense thicket 

b. Follow the known trails 

c. Go to her grandmother's cottage 

d. Walk with the ranger 

 

4.  How did the dingo disguise itself?  ______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How do you think Little Ruby Roo got her nickname?_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Describe the park ranger’s role in the story and how it adds to the resolution.  ________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


